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Fourth Rural Convention Ends 


Btfhop Hemchke opening -3 
Rural Convention at "Toy \ 
C reason, Wednejdoy, j 
March 10 


Archbishop’s 
Review of 
“Magnificent 
Success” 


T HE fourth annual convention 
of the National Catholic 
Rural Movement was 
brought to a close on Friday 
evening at “Tay Creggan/' Haw- 
thorn, when delegates heard in- 
spiring addresses by Messrs, 
D. G. M. Jackson, M.A„; B. A. 
Santamaria, BA., LL.B. (national 
secretary of the movement), and 
his Grace the Archbishop. The 
episcopal chairman of the 
N.C.R.M., Most Rev. F. Hemchke, 
D.D., Bishop of Wagga Wagga, 
NS W., presided. 

Following the addresses of 
Mr. Jackson and Mr. Santamaria, 
published elsewhere in this issue, 
his Grace the Archbishop, on 
rising to speak, was greeted by a 
prolonged ovation . 

THE ARCHBISHOP'S ADDRESS 

Mr. Jackson, "Onlooker" and 
Poet 

"Having heard two most in- 
spiring addresses,’’ said his Grace, 
“I can well estimate all I have 
lost by not being able to attend 
your conference now closing. But 
I am fortunate, at all events, 
in having listened to two of the 
most inspiring addresses that I 
have ever heard. (App.) Mr. 
Jackson is not merely our ‘On- 
looker/ but he is also a poet, 
as he has put the ideals of your 
movement into poetic prose, the 
memory of which, I am sure, will 
last until you come to hear him 
again this time next year. (App.) 
I join with you in thanking him 
for the inspiration of his words. 
(App.) 

Mr. So rihj maria, "Littfa Dynamo" 

"Mr. Santamaria is a little 
dynamo. (App.) If only I had 
the hundredth part of his energy 


Deplorable Street Scenes 

The Archbishop’s Comment 


m AM going to say a few 

I words about a matter that 

■ has really little to do 
with your conference,” said his 
Grace the Archbishop at the 
closing session of the Catholic 
Rural Conference on Friday 
night. “You have come here 
from the sweet and wholesome 
atmosphere of the country. If 
you have not been in the streets 
of Melbourne at night, you have, 
at all events, been .reading in the 
papers of the lamentable things 
that are said to be happening in 
the city streets. This city is no 
exception. What is happening 
here is, I fear, happening else- 
where; and the scenes in our 
Australian city streets are de- 
plorable. 

CREATURES Of CIRCUM- 
STANCES 

“Some people say that the 
trouble has come because of the 
war. The war, no doubt, has in- 
creased the evil. But the root 
cause goes back before the war. 
In Australia, as Mr. Jackson 
pointed out, home life in many 
cases is non-existent, and paren- 
tal control is a thing of the past. 
The result, of course, Is that 
young people are growing up 
soft, pleasure-loving, irrespon- 
sible, undisciplined, unwilling to 
control themselves for any ideal. 
We have got shorter hours of 
labour and bigger wages. But 
many of us do not know what to 
do with our leisure or how to 
spend our money, with discrimi- 
nation. 

“The young people, of whom 
we hear so many complaints, are 
not, perhaps, as bad as they seem 
to be; they are merely creatures 
of the circumstances in which 
they have grown up. They prob- 
ably deserve sympathy and pity 


rather than harsh condemnation. 
Some of the soldiers who have 
come in for so much censure 
have too much money in their 
pockets and too much time on 
their hands. The streets are 
full of undisciplined girls look- 
ing for excitement, no matter 
what the cost. Their fathers 
are perhaps working a night 
shift, and their mothers are 

away from home at war work. 

Even if both were at home it 
might not make much difference; 
for the young people are not the 
only ones to be frivolous and un- 
disciplined. 

NEED SYMPATHY AND HELP 

"Young and old, too many do 
not know how to use their 

leisure or their money. They 

have no taste for the fine things 
of life. Reading, music, rational 
amusement, even rational or in- 
telligent conversation make no 
appeal to them. They fall back 
exclusively upon the elemental 
pleasures of eating and of drink- 
ing, and of sexual associations 
which, man shares with lower 
creation. They do not know 
any higher or better. The con- 
sequences arc disastrous. But, 
as I have said; the victims need 
and deserve our sympathy and 
help rather than condemnation. 

"I am glad to know that the 
Premier of the State is deeply 
concerned about the night life of 
(he city and the scenes that are 
reported from our streets and 
parks. I am sure that he can 
count upon the co-operation of 
oil decent citizens in any effort 
that he makes to protect our 
young people from the moral 
dangers to which, in these days 
especially, they are daily and 
nightly exposed.” 


il 



and eloquence, I probably would 
have converted somebody. I do 
believe I have never converted 
anybody to my way of thinking. , 
Once again he has placed you 
and me and the whole movement j 
under a debt of deep gratitude. 
We are thankful to him not | 
merely for his stirring address 
to-night, but also for all the | 
work that he has put into the 
organisation of this great con- 
ferjPcc, which, I understand, has 
been a magnificent success. 
(App.) 

"You started at the right point | 
by having Fr. Hackett and the 
Provincial of the Jesuits (Fr. 
Meagher) to put the spiritual side 
of the movement prominently 
before you. Though you dis- 
cussed many things since, I am 
sure .that the point of view put 
before you at the retreat has not 
been lost sight of. 

Debt to Bishop of Wagga Wagga 

"I would like to acknowledge 
my own great debt of gratitude, 
as well as yours, to the Bishop flf 
Wagga. (App.) I have come 
here at the end, but he was with 
you at the beginning, and I 
understand that as chairman he 
can scarcely be excelled. (App.) 

If he were not chairman of this 
movement he might have a pro- 
minent place at Canberra or 
somewhere else. (Laughter and 
applause.) His heart is in the 
movement and he is absolutely 


sincere. He is thoroughly de- 
voted to your interests and the 
interests of the land movement 
and he has been, and will con- 
tinue to be, I hope, a tower of 
strength to the rural movement 
on which so much depends. 

Ladies of the Grail 

“I would also like to thank the 
Ladies of the Grail, who have 
made their own contribution to 
the success of this conference. 
(App.) It only shows their great 
generosity and their unbounded 
versatility in being able to tackle 
a thing like this. I know that 
all of you are grateful to them. 
I certainly am. I hope that our 
gratitude will remain and be a 
lasting memory of this conference. 
(App.) I am grateful, also, to 
ell the speakers whom I did not 
hear. I take it for granted they 
were all on a level with the 
three we have heard to-night. 

“Though I was not here I have 
been trying to watch the move- 
ment in the press, but I find that 
the papers have not devoted very 
much attention to the meetings. 
They seem to be more interested 
in your photographs than in your 


movement or your ideals or prin- 
ciples. Possibly that has its 
explanation for us. Somebody 
has said that you have a long 
way to go, and that you -are only 
at the very beginning. The press 
would not be true to itself, if it 
showed interest in the race until 
it was already almost run and 
won. (Laughter.) But with, or 
without the help of the papers, 
you stand on firm ground, and 
you put first things first. (App.) 
That is the reason that you have 
thrown yourselves whole- 
heartedly into this great rural 
movement. 

God'* Own Designing 

“There is no need for me to 
go over the main reasons that 
have been so beautifully ex- 
pounded by Messrs. Jackson and 
Santamaria, but it is enough for 
me to know, and probably enough 
for you, too, that the rural in- 
dustry is of God's own designing. 
(App.) It was the first of all 
industries; God started it, (App.) 
We should not be ashamed of it. 
Other industries are man-made. 


> — "Sun- Pictorial" photo, g 

But the rural industry was start 
in the Garden of Eden. The i 
may not have been aitogetb 
a happy one. (Laughter^ 
But ybur movement goes 
to the very begin ning > of n 
history and it will remain in 
end. Keeping first things f 
you realise that we may win t! 
war and lose the peace. Ev« 
before the war we were tosinj 
tiie peace, as the country 
bleeding to death; in fact, weh 
almost lost it. But you are I 
tackling post-war problems H 
the right spirit. If you suco 
and realise your hopes, you i 
win the war and then the 1 m 
drawn-out battle to win the p 
as well.” (App.) 

Bishop Henschke said they h 
shown their appreciation of t 
visit of his Grace and his spin 
did address by their susla 
applause. Thai' had now reach 
the close of the confer® 
Members would soon return t 
their own districts and he hoj 
they would go back strength 
by the spirit of the confer* 
and with greater courage to f 
the future. (App.) 


Highlight ' of the Ccmventioi 


T HE annual convention of 
the National Catholic 
Rural Movement was 
held at “Tay Creggan,” Haw- 
thorn, from March 10 to 12. 
Two hundred delegates from : 
various parts of the Common- 
wealth-West Australia excepted 
- made a representative assembly , 
and were an eloquent reminder 
of the great growth of the move- ; 
ment. 

Mary clergy from different 
States were present, and the con- 
ference was attended for a time 
by Archbishop Btovich, of 
Adelaide, and Bishop O’Collins, 
of Ballarat. A telegraphic mes- 
sage was read from Bishop 
Hayes, of Rockhampton, QTand., 
who wished the conference every 
success. In addition to the men’s 
sessions, the clergy and women 
also held their own special ses- 
sions. Bishop F. A. Henschke, 
of Wagga, N.S.W., national epis- 
copal chairman of the N.C.R.M., 
presided. 

SECRETARY'S ASSISTANCE 

The success of the conference 
was in a large measure due to 
Mr. B. A. Santamaria, national 
secretary of the movement, who 
paved the way for clear under- 
standing and smoothness of de- 
bate by his readiness in 
elucidating knotty points and ex- 
plaining the plans of operation. 
He was well assisted by Mr. E. J. 
Hogan and Miss Noreen Minogue. 

On Tuesday, March 9, Very 
Rev. J. Meagher, SJ., conducted j 
a retreat for the men, and 
Very Rev. W. P. Hackett, SJ-, 
conducted a retreat for the 
women. Solemn High Mass was 
celebrated in Xavier College 
chapel on Wednesday morning, 
March 10, 

The presidenta! report by 
Bishop Henschke at the opening 
session at “Tay Creggan” 
appeared in last week's issue of 
“The Advocate.” The report of 
the national secretary on the 
National Enquiry on Rural Debt 
was also published in the same 
issue. 

Bishop Henschke welcomed the 
delegates, and said the large 


Delegates Discuss 
Problems 

attendance was an Indication of 
the ever-increasing interest taken 
in the movement. He was pleased 
to say the rural movement had 
come to stay. 

RURAL DEBT ENQUIRY 

After giving his report on the 
National Enquiry into Rural 
Debt, Mr. Santamaria said it was 
a colossal task. He thought the 
enquiry would be two- thirds 
achieved at the end of this year, 
and that the official report would 
be published at the end of next 
year. To the 2000 questionnaires 
sent out, 600 replies had already 
been received, and he was hope- 
ful that the committee engaged 
in the task would eventually have 
3000 replies on which to base its 
conclusions. Mr. Santamaria 
gave an interesting broadcast of 
the N.CJFt.M. over Station 3LO 
on Wednesday night. 

Soeaking on co-operation, Mr. 
J. M. Gollasch, of Lockhart, 
N.S.W., said that the basic idea 
of the movement was to help one 
another. This demanded Chris- 
tian charity and sacrifice, with- 
out which co-operation would 
not bring them very far. They 
sh mid keep the spiritual side 


ever before them and build j 
the Gospel lessons. In that * 
they would be co-operating \ 
God. 

CREDIT UNION DEBATE 

The principle of credit uni 
j was the subject of a spirited 4 
bate between Mr. N. VowI«l| 
Spalding, who took the affi 
tive side, and Mr. T. Hanra 
of Bungaree, the negative ’ 
Mr. Vowles said that the ; 
tion of Credit unions would 1 
a great deal in wresting 
power of finance from the !: 
of people who for too long I 
given a poor account of 
stewardship. Mr. Hanrahane 
sidered that credit unions i 
unnecessary and that the fc 
from them were negligible, 
Rev.J. Cleary strongly * 
portea credit unions, and 
I Santamaria said they were c 
ating successfully in difl 
countries, where they had I 
instrumental in increasing : 
farming population. * 

Bishop Henschke said J 
principle had been success' 
adopted by Italian set.lers t 
rigated districts in his dicK 
It was decided, to encotn 
groups to establish credit unf 
and pamphlets will be distr 

(Continued on page 14.) 
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